
    The Cask of Amontillado
 

                                            j o u r n a l    q u e s t I o n s 
 

 

Personal Reflection 

Choose either “A”, “B”, or “C” to answer in two full paragraphs.  In the first paragraph, 

describe the events of the situation.  In the second, explain your response to it.   You don’t 

need to copy the question for this section. 

 

 Try to think of a situation in which you took revenge on someone.  Has their ever A.

been a time you went out of your way to “get back” at someone for something they 

did to you?  Describe the situation.  Were your actions fair? 

 

 Can you think of a time when someone “got back” at you for something you had done B.

to them?  Try to think of a time when someone went out of their way to get revenge 

against you.  Describe the situation.  Were his/her actions fair? 

 

 Think of a work of fiction (a song, a movie, a book, or a TV show) in which one C.

character actively seeks revenge against another.  Describe the situation, and analyze 

the fairness of the two characters’ actions. 

 

 

Isn’t it Ironic? 

Copy down the underlined portion of each question (but read the whole thing).  Answer in 2-3 

sentences. 

 

1) Check dramatic irony (#16) in your Literature Terms.  Part of this story’s horrifying 

effect comes from Poe’s use of irony.  What do we as readers know that Fortunato 

does not know? 

 

 Define verbal irony from your 

literature terms.  Provide two 

quoted examples of comments that 

Montresor makes to Fortunato which 

are verbally ironic.  In other words, 

which comments actually mean 

something opposite from (or mean 

much more than) what they seem to 

mean?  (Copy and highlight the 

quotes you choose.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Significant Quotes 

Copy down and highlight each quote in your journal, followed by the underlined question.  

Thoroughly answer each question in 2 or more complete sentences. 

 

2) “I must not only punish, but punish with impunity.” 

Did Montresor accomplish his goal? (Explain your answer fully.) 

 

3) “…the cough is a mere nothing; it will not kill me. I shall not die of a cough.” 

How is this quote an example of verbal irony? 

 

4) “A mason,” I replied. 

How is this quote an example of foreshadowing? 

 

 

 

 

 

Revenge 

Reread the description of the Montresor 

family’s coat of arms from the top of pg. 

237.  Copy down and underline the underlined 

portion of each question. 

 

5) Illustrate the Montresor family’s coat of arms in 

your journal with the motto in both Latin and English 

written underneath it.  (Your drawing does not have to be artistic, but it 

should be neat, clear, and take up half the page.) 

 

6) Montresor obviously takes his family code very seriously.  Do you think the author of 

this story, Poe, is in favor of Montresor’s actions, or is he against the idea?  Defend 

your response with details from the story. 

 

7) Revenge is obviously a major theme of this story.  Reread your Personal Reflection 

from the beginning of these journal questions.  How does your personal response 

relate to Montresor’s obsession with revenge? 

 

 

Narrator 

Think about whether or not Montresor is a reliable narrator.  Answer this question in 4 or 

more complete sentences. 

 

8) Do any details suggest that Montresor might have imagined the “thousand injuries” 

and the insult from Fortunato – perhaps even the whole story?  How mentally stable is 

Montressor?  Back up your answer with quotes from the story. 


