
Past AP Prompts Relevant to Camus’ The Stranger

Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary merit 
who might - on the basis of the character's actions alone - be considered evil or immoral.  
In a well-organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character 
in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might.  Avoid plot 
summary.

In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake.  Many works of 
literature confront the read with a scene or scenes of violence.  In a well-organized 
essay, explain how the scene or scenes contribute to the meaning of the complete work.   
Avoid plot summary. 

Some works of literature use the element of time in a distinct way.  The chronological 
sequence of events may be altered, or time may be suspended or accelerated.  Choose a 
novel, an epic, or a play of recognized literary merit and show how the author's 
manipulation of time contributes to the effectiveness of the work as a whole.  Do not 
merely summarize the plot.

The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes in which a death 
or deaths take place.  Choose a novel or play and write a well-organized essay in which 
you show how a specific death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a 
whole.

In a novel by William Styron, a father tells his son that life “is a search for justice.”  
Choose a character from a novel or play who responds in some significant way to justice or 
injustice.  Then write a well-developed essay in which you analyze the character’s 
understanding of justice, the degree to which the character’s search for justice is 
successful, and the significance of this search for the work as a whole.


