
 

In the two poems below, Keats and Longfellow reflect on similar concerns.  Read the poems carefully.  Then write an 

essay in which you compare and contrast the two poems, analyzing the poetic techniques each writer uses to explore his 

particular situation. 

 
  

 

“When I Have Fears” 

 “Mezzo Cammin” 
1
 

 

Written at Boppard on the Rhine August 25, 1842, 

Just Before Leaving for Home 

 
 When I have fears that I may cease to be  Half of my life is gone, and I have let 
  Before my pen has glean’d my teeming brain,   The years slip from me and have not fulfilled 
 Before high-piled books, in charactery,   The aspiration of my youth, to build 
  Hold like rich garners the full ripen’d grain;   Some tower of song with lofty parapet. 
5 When I behold, upon the night’s starr’d face, 5 Not indolence, nor pleasure, nor the fret 
  Huge cloudy symbols of a high romance,   Of restless passions that would not be stilled, 
 And think that I may never live to trace   But sorrow, and a care that almost killed, 
  Their shadows, with the magic hand of chance;   Kept me from what I may accomplish yet; 
 And when I fell, fair creature of an hour,  Though, half-way up the hill, I see the Past 
10  That I shall never look upon thee more, 10   Lying beneath me with its sounds and sights,—  
 Never have relish in the faery power   A city in the twilight dim and vast, 
  Of unreflecting love; —then on the shore  With smoking roofs, soft bells, and gleaming lights,— 
 Of the wide world I stand alone, and think   And hear above me on the autumnal blast 
 Till love and fame to nothingness do sink.  The cataract

2
 of Death far thundering from the heights. 

    
 1818 — John Keats (1795-1821)  1842      — Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
    
   1 The title is from the first line of Dante’s Divine Comedy:” Nel mezzo   

  del cammin di nostra vita”  (Midway upon the journey of our life”). 

 

2 A large waterfall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AP® English Literature and Composition – Poetry Essay Scoring Guidelines 

 
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole – its content, its style, its mechanics.  Students are 
rewarded for what they do well.  The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score.  In no case may a poorly-written essay be scored higher than a 3. 
 

9-8 

These essays offer a persuasive analysis of the ways in which the poet uses literary elements to 
establish meaning in the poem.  Although these essays offer a range of interpretations and choose 
to emphasize different elements of poetry, they are convincing in establishing the relationship 
between technique and meaning.  They demonstrate consistent and effective control over the 
elements of composition in language appropriate to the analysis of poetry.  Their textual 
references are apt and specific.  Though they may not be error-free, these essays are perceptive in 
their analysis and demonstrate writing that is clear, effective and sophisticated, and in the case 
of a 9 essay, especially persuasive. 
 

7-6 

These competent essays offer a reasonable analysis of the ways in which the author uses 
elements of poetry to convey meaning in the poem.  They are less thorough or less precise in their 
interpretations and in their discussion of elements of poetry, and they establish the relationship 
between technique and meaning less clearly, than essays in the 9–8 score range.  These essays 
demonstrate the ability to express ideas clearly with references to the text, although they do not 
exhibit the same level of effective writing as the 9–8 papers.  While essays scored 7–6 are 
generally well written, those scored a 7 demonstrate more sophistication in both substance and 
style. 
 

5 

These essays may respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the poem, but they may 
be superficial in analysis of meaning and technique.  They often rely on paraphrase, but 
paraphrase that contains some analysis, implicit or explicit.  Their analysis of the ways in which 
the author uses elements of poetry may be vague, formulaic, or inadequately supported by 
references to the text.  There may be minor misinterpretations.  These essays demonstrate control 
of language, but the writing may be marred by surface errors.  These essays are not as well-
conceived, organized, or developed as 7–6 essays.  A 5 paper is best described as workmanlike in 
thought and quality. 
 

4-3 

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the ways in which the author uses 
elements of poetry to establish meaning in the poem.  The analysis may be partial, unconvincing, 
or irrelevant.  Evidence from the poem may be slight or misconstrued, or the essays may rely on 
paraphrase only.  The writing often demonstrates a lack of control over the conventions of 
composition: inadequate development of ideas, accumulation of errors, or a focus that is unclear, 
inconsistent, or repetitive.  Essays scored a 3 may contain significant misreadings and/or 
demonstrate inept writing. 
 

2-1 

These essays compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 4–3 range. Although some attempt 
has been made to respond to the prompt, the assertions are presented with little clarity, 
organization, or support from the poem. The essays may contain serious errors in grammar and 
mechanics. They may offer a complete misreading or be unacceptably brief. Essays scored a 1 
contain little coherent discussion of the poem. 
 

0 
These essays respond with no more than a reference to the task, contain completely off-topic 
responses, or are blank. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


