3 PERFORM THE TASK

Can you make real friends
on the Internet?

You will read: You will write:

P> A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE P AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

Study: The Internet Helps You Make Can you make real friends on the
More Friends, Be More Social Internet?

P ABLOG

Social Media, Pretend Friends, and
the Lie of False Intimacy

> A MAGAZINE ARTICLE
Making Friends Through the Internet
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...online Americans tend to have 664
[social] ties on average, compared with
an offline average of around 506.

The study even looked into the number of social ties internet NOTES
20 users and non-internet users have, and found that online Americans

tend to have 664 ties on average, compared with an offline average

of around 506. That number goes crazy when you start to plug in

different social networks, however: Facebook users average 648 social

ties, but Twitter users have an average of 838.

So, the next time someone says that they think the internet is bad
for society, the answer is clear: Sign them up for Twitter, and see how

they feel a couple of weeks later.

Close Read

1. How did Pew Research collect their data?

2. Explain the change in the number of people using social networking sites
from 2008 to 2011.

3. Are the increases in “close friends” and “ties” similar or different? Cite
evidence from the text to support your answer.

Unit 1: Argumentative Essay 23
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NOTES
How do we justify this? How do we convince ourselves that

slicing our attention so thin the turkey becomes translucent is a good
idea?

We do it because we believe that more relationships provides
more opportunity.

“It’s not what you know, it’s who you know.”

“Social media makes a big world smaller.”

“Linkedin is for people you know, Facebook is for people you used

to know, Twitter is for people you want to know.”

All of these chestnuts are passed around like a flu strain
because they make intuitive sense. But common among them is
the underlying premise that interacting with more people is
inherently better than interacting with fewer people. I have always
believed this to be true, and in fact have delivered the lines above in
presentations and on this blog. But today, I'm no longer convinced.

Instead I wonder, what if we have it ALL wrong?

I'recognize this is not purely an either/or scenario, and
relationships that began with a Twitter exchange or series of blog
comments can flourish into treasured real-world ties.

But those situations where we “meet” someone through social
media, have the opportunity to interact in real life, and then develop
a relationship that creates true friendship are few and far between.
And as social media gets bigger and more pervasive, this chasm
becomes even more difficult to cross. As my own networks in social
media have gotten larger, I've ended up talking about my personal
life less, because a large percentage of that group don’t know me,
or my wife, or my kids, or my town, or my interests. I don’t want to
bore people with the inanities of the everyday. (Facebook is the one
exception, as I've always kept my personal account relatively small).

To some degree, I think this explains the popularity of Google +
among people with very large followings on Twitter and/or
Facebook. Google + provides a chance for a do-over, to create a new

group of connections that are more carefully cultivated.

Unit 1: Argumentative Essay
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Source 3: Magazine Article
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Makllng Friends Through The Interhet

Advantages and disadvantages of meeting friends online
by Sally Arthur

NOTES

M eeting friends on the Internet can have its advantages and

disadvantages. There are a number of factors to consider.

Meeting friends online can happen more quickly than it might
happen offline. You can even become friends with someone who
lives in a different part of the world.

You can remain anonymous on the Internet. You do not have
to share information about where you live, how old you are, or any
personal details about your life. Online, you can be whoever you
want to be, or just be yourself. This allows people to practice their
social skills in an anonymous setting.

One major disadvantage of making friends online is that you do
not always know if people are who they say they are. Just as it can be
a good thing to be anonymous to protect your safety and personal
information, anonymity can be dangerous, too. If you are dealing
with someone who is not forthcoming about their identity, you don’t
know his or her motive for doing so.

Making friends online also may prevent people from socializing
outside of the Internet. While having friends online is a good way
to find people with similar interests, friends who exist only on a
computer screen do not provide the companionship necessary to
sustain friendships. If having Internet friends comes at the cost of
neglecting friends offline, the Internet becomes a disadvantage.

While there are advantages and disadvantages to meeting friends

online, it is up to every individual to use discretion and be safe.

Discuss and Decide

Reviewing the advantages and disadvantages Arthur lists, do you have a sense
of her bias? Explain your thinking, citing evidence from the text.

Unit 1: Argumentative Essay
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Part 2: Write

You have read about making friends online. Now
write an argumentative essay explaining why you
agree or disagree with the idea that you can make
real friends on the Internet. Support your claim with
details from what you have read.

Plan

Use the graphic organizer to help you outline the structure of your argumentative essay.

Introduction

[ ]
Reason/Evidence Reason/Evidence Reason/Evidence

Opposing Claim

l

Concluding Section

Unit 1: Argumentative Essay 29
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