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Excerpt from Daniel Webster’s Seventh of March Speech 

 

Daniel Webster, a Senator from Massachusetts, delivered a speech on March 7, 1850—his goal was to 
unite Northerners and Southerners.  According to the Library of Congress, Webster’s speech was 
“advising abolition-minded Northerners to forgo antislavery measures” while it also “cautioned 
Southerners that disunion inevitably would lead to war” (www.loc.gov). 

Please note: This original text includes originally published errors and period-sensitive language. 

And now, Mr. President, instead of speaking of the possibility or utility of secession, instead of 
dwelling in those caverns of darkness, instead of groping with those ideas so full of all that is 
horrid and horrible, let us come out into the light of day; let us enjoy the fresh air of Liberty and 
Union; let us cherish those hopes which belong to us; let us devote ourselves to those great 
objects that are fit for our consideration and action; let us raise our conceptions to the magnitude 
and the importance of the duties that devolve upon us; let our comprehension be as broad as the 
country for which we act, our asperations as high as its certain destiny; let us not be pigmies in a 
case that calls for men. Never did there devolve on any generation of men higher trusts than now 
devolve upon us, for the preservation of this Constitution and the harmony and peace of all who 
are destined to live under it. Let us make our generation one of the strongest and brightest links in 
that golden chain which is destined, I fondly believe, to grapple the people of all the States to this 
Constitution for ages to come. We have a great, popular, constitutional government, guarded by 
law and by judicature, and defended by the affections of the whole people. No monarchical throne 
presses these States together, no iron chain of military power encircles them; they live and stand 
under a government popular in its form, representative in its character, founded upon principles 
of equality, and so constructed, we hope, as to last for ever. In all its history it has been 
beneficent; it has trodden down no man's liberty; it has crushed no State. Its daily respiration is 
liberty and patriotism; its yet youthful veins are full of enterprise, courage, and honorable love of 
glory and renown. Large before, the country has noe, by recent events, become vastly larger. This 
republic now extends, with a vast breadth, across the whole continent. The two great seas of teh 
world wash the one and the other shore. We realize, on a mighty scale, the beautiful description of 
the ornamental border of the buckler of Achilles:  

"Now, the broad shield completed, the artist crowned With his last hand, and poured the ocean 
round; In living silver seemed the waes to roll, And beat the bucklers verge, and bound the whole."  
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Figure 1: Daniel Webster (lower right) addresses the U.S. Senate on the Seventh of March (image 
courtesy of the Library of Congress). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© Copyright by Write Score LLC 

 
 

Excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861 
 

That there are persons in one section or another who seek to destroy the Union at all events and are 
glad of any pretext to do it I will neither affirm nor deny; but if there be such, I need address no word 
to them. To those, however, who really love the Union may I not speak? 

Before entering upon so grave a matter as the 
destruction of our national fabric, with all its benefits, 
its memories, and its hopes, would it not be wise to 
ascertain precisely why we do it? Will you hazard so 
desperate a step while there is any possibility that any 
portion of the ills you fly from have no real existence? 
Will you, while the certain ills you fly to are greater 
than all the real ones you fly from, will you risk the 
commission of so fearful a mistake?  

All profess to be content in the Union if all 
constitutional rights can be maintained. Is it true, 
then, that any right plainly written in the Constitution 
has been denied? I think not. Happily, the human mind 
is so constituted that no party can reach to the 
audacity of doing this. Think, if you can, of a single 
instance in which a plainly written provision of the 
Constitution has ever been denied. If by the mere 
force of numbers a majority should deprive a minority of any clearly written constitutional right, it 
might in a moral point of view justify revolution; certainly would if such right were a vital one. But 
such is not our case. All the vital rights of minorities and of individuals are so plainly assured to them 
by affirmations and negations, guaranties and prohibitions, in the Constitution that controversies 
never arise concerning them. But no organic law can ever be framed with a provision specifically 
applicable to every question which may occur in practical administration. No foresight can anticipate 
nor any document of reasonable length contain express provisions for all possible questions. Shall 
fugitives from labor be surrendered by national or by State authority? The Constitution does not 
expressly say. 'May' Congress prohibit slavery in the Territories? The Constitution does not expressly 
say. 'Must' Congress protect slavery in the Territories? The Constitution does not expressly say. 

President Lincoln gives his first inaugural  
speech in 1861. 
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Grade 9 
Informational Reading 

 

Read Source 1, “Excerpt from Daniel Webster’s Seventh of March Speech” with corresponding image, and 
Source 2, “Excerpt from Abraham Lincoln’s Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861,” and then answer Numbers 1 
through 7. 
 

1. Select ONE idea from Passage 1 that is conveyed in BOTH the excerpt and the image? 
 

A. The subject of Webster’s speech is of great importance 
B. The subject of Webster’s speech is difficult to understand. 
C. The subject of Webster’s speech is uninteresting. 
D. The subject of Webster’s speech is causing disagreement. 

 
2. Select ONE idea from Passage 1 that is MORE clearly emphasized in the excerpt than the image. 

 

A. Webster addressed the U.S. Senate under oath. 
B. Webster believed in preservation of the Union. 
C. Webster addressed the U.S. Senate regarding the Compromise of 1850. 
D. The Compromise of 1850 was the cause of great debate. 

 
3. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 

 
Part A 
What is Webster’s argument in the excerpt? 

 

A. Webster’s argument is that the members of the U.S. Senate should not debate the Compromise of 
1850. 

B. Webster’s argument is that secession from the Union should be pursued. 
C. Webster’s argument is that the constitutional government is no longer effective. 
D. Webster’s argument is that the Union should be preserved. 

 
Part B 
Select ONE detail that supports Webster’s claim. 
 

A. “Never did there devolve on any generation of men higher trusts than now devolve upon us, for the 
preservation of this Constitution and the harmony and peace of all who are destined to live under 
it.” 

B. “No monarchical throne presses these States together, no iron chain of military power encircles 
them;” 

C. “…its yet youthful veins are full of enterprise, courage, and honorable love of glory and renown.” 

D. “This republic now extends, with a vast breadth, across the whole continent.” 

Name _______________________________ 
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4. Select ONE detail from the excerpt that MOST STRONGLY advances Webster’s argument. 
 

A. “let us cherish those hopes which belong to us;” 
B. “let us devote ourselves to those great objects that are fit for our consideration and action;” 
C. “let us raise our conceptions to the magnitude and the importance of the duties that devolve upon 

us;” 
D. “Let us make our generation one of the strongest and brightest links in that golden chain which is 

destined, I fondly believe, to grapple the people of all the States to this Constitution for ages to 
come.” 
 

5. Select TWO themes that BOTH texts have in common. 
 

A. The Constitution is the key to America’s democratic government, ensuring the vital rights of its 
citizens. 

B. The Union should be preserved. 
C. Congress is obligated to uphold the Constitution.  
D. The Constitution cannot account for all possible scenarios. 

   
6. Which explanation BEST represents how the authors of BOTH texts develop their ideas? 

 

A. Webster develops his ideas through rhetorical questions, while Lincoln uses calls to action. 
B. Webster develops his ideas through empirical evidence, while Lincoln appeals to emotion. 
C. Webster develops his ideas through calls to action, while Lincoln uses rhetorical questions. 
D. Webster develops his ideas through an appeal to emotions, while Lincoln uses empirical evidence. 

 
7. Explain how BOTH authors treat the idea of preserving the Union similarly. Use at least TWO details from 

the passages to support your response. Write your response in the space provided. Remember to clearly 
reference the text. 
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