
Effective Adequate Inconsistent/Uneven

Overall Planning

Accurate, clear, point(s) with 
consistently maintained focus

Strongly maintained Maintained, some loose 
ideas

Focus not sustained

Clear and effective organizational 
structure including synthesis of texts 
as appropriate

Synthesis if appropriate,
logical progression

Synthesis if appropriate,
adequate progression

No Synthesis if appropriate,
uneven progression

Strong, convincing textual evidence 
with precise attributions

Effective evidence, 
precise attributions

Adequate evidence, 
general attributions

Uneven or irrelevant evidence, 
missing attributions

Overall Drafting, Elaborating

Short quotes and paraphrasing of 
evidence smoothly integrated into 
elaboration

Smoothly integrated Generally integrated Weakly integrated

Effective elaboration on the point and 
why the textual evidence is important 
to the point

Effective original thinking 
added through a variety 
of techniques

Adequate original 
thinking added through 
some techniques

Inadequate original thinking/ 
ineffective use of techniques

Skillful use of a variety of transitional 
strategies to clarify relationships

Skillful use of a variety Adequate use of a 
variety

Inconsistent with little variety
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