Respectable AP Student,
Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition (‘AP Lit’). This is a challenging class, but you may already know that
by reputation. In some other reality, you might have enrolled in ‘Comp’ and picked up a nearly guaranteed college credit
or ‘English 4 Honors’ and earned a partial quality point, but you know that universities smile most kindly on students
who don’t shy away from AP courses. In fact, the single most reliable predictor of college success (according to many
universities’ admissions offices) is a high school student’s performance in AP courses; a B or higher in 3 or more AP
courses makes you highly desirable to universities. While you could be doing anything else with this portion of your
upcoming year, you choose to challenge yourself as a learner by enrolling in AP Literature. For that, I respect you.
By the way, bentonenglish.com is the class website. Despite its silly name, it’s designed to be quite useful to you. Feel
free to visit it this summer if any unforeseen tragedy befalls this packet. Once school starts up again, weekly schedule
updates, downloadable handouts, e-texts, and other handy resources shall be at your disposal.
I am strict in a few ways: essays and journals need to be at school by the due date even if you are not. My definition of
“cheating” is also very broad. If you write something, you are personally guaranteeing that it is an idea of your own
creation. Even closely imitating another human's language, thoughts, ideas, or expressions while representing them as
your own original work is an intellectual, academic, and moral failure. Zeros, referrals, banishment from honor societies,
a general fall from grace, and blacklisting by legitimate universities are all reasonable (and probable) consequences for
an individual who sins in this way. I will actually read everything you write, so my respect for you as a writer is not just
in word but also in deed. Approach this course with a teachable mindset: as an opportunity to improve your academic
writing.
If you endured AP Language (not at all necessary in order to succeed in this course, though many concepts and terms do
carry over quite well), you recall that course’s exam focusing on rhetoric: specifically nonfiction. The AP Literature exam
is a wholly different beast. To succeed – that is, to avoid wasting your time – you’ll need to be comfortable reading
challenging literature on a genuinely analytical level. No matter the text, you must be capable of considering its
structure, style, figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone, and themes. I will help with this.
That said, you must do the assigned reading to succeed in this class. I truly mean that; it’s about 20 minutes of reading a
day. As helpful as Google and all the digitized collective thoughts of the human race are, you will never finish this race if
you shoot yourself in the foot with the starter’s pistol. If you’ve been lazy in the past and have taken advantage of cushy
courses in which you could get away with crossing the “B”order in the trunk of Spark Notes, don’t be ashamed. It’s just
time to leave that in the past along with those awkward freshmen memories you’d rather be forgotten.
You’ve (hopefully) read all sorts of literature already in your academic career. These may include such works as The
Great Gatsby and Macbeth. (By the way, those listed are among the top 20 most suggested works on the exam’s
infamous Open Essay.) For this year’s class, there are about a dozen diverse works that I’ve selected for you to add to
your literary arsenal; all of them require unhurried, careful, pen-in-hand reading. You will truly reap what you sow. The
suggested order is as follows:
1. “Scoring a 7” essay evaluation activity ≈ 3 hours Pcs.B common summerassignment
2. Siddhartha by Hesse: 39,111 words ≈ 2 ½ hours
spitssummerreadingassignments
3. Jane Eyre by Brontë: 188,209 words ≈ 17 ½ hours
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Also attached, you will also find two Theme Logs for use with Siddhartha and Jane Eyre. Read each of these very
different bildungsromans (yes, Google that) in a scholarly way, paying close attention to the authors’ uses of imagery,
symbolism, setting, and motifs. On the Theme Logs, record quotations (with page numbers, appropriate context, and
explanation) that relate to the title characters’ “search for self.” On the first day of class, you should have at least 25
relevant quotes recorded from each text; also on the first day of class, there will be a reading quiz on Jane Eyre and an inclass essay on Siddhartha. The “Scoring a 7” activity is a great way to familiarize yourself with how essays are scored on
the AP Lit exam; it’s also due on the first day of class.
I am hardworking, and I believe it’s my job to help you in any way that I can. That being said, don’t hesitate to email me
if you have a question. I’m really looking forward to the year ahead!

myosin

Roddy Benton | bentonro@pcsb.org | bentonenglish.com

AP® English Literature & Composition
Common Summer Assignment
Pinellas County Schools
This assignment was determined by the collective team of AP English Literature and
Composition teachers in order to strengthen your essay writing skills aligned to the rubric that
will be used for this AP exam.
Should you have questions or if you would like support with this assignment, please refer to your PCS
student email account for information about the AP Summer Assignment Support Sessions (AP SASS)
that will be held July 31-August 1 at various locations. You can access your student email account by
going to www.office.com and using your PCS username and password to login.

Scoring a 7: Criteria to Evaluate

7

On the next page is the Free Response Question #2 from the 2009 AP English Literature & Composition
Exam. Review the question and passage, then complete the assignment below.
ASSIGNMENT: Using the color coding system below, identify each of the criteria from each of the
sample essays for “The Street” (2009 Form A – Sample A is on pages 2-4, Sample B on pages 5-6,
Sample C on pages 7-8).
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Yellow: Identify the writer’s thesis statement in the introduction paragraph.
Blue: Where does the essay offer a reasonable analysis of how the author uses literary
devices to establish Lutie Johnson’s relationship to the urban setting?
(elaboration/commentary)
Orange: Where does the writer support their claims by referencing the most relevant
details from the text?
Green: Highlight examples from the essay that show the student using varied transitions
to build on, connect, and clarify relationships between ideas in the essay.

QUESTION PASSAGE

RUBRIC
®

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES
Question 2

(Ann Petry’s The Street)
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole—its content, its style, its mechanics. Students are
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3.
9–8

These essays offer a persuasive analysis of Petry’s use of literary devices to establish Lutie
Johnson’s relationship to the urban setting and provide strong support for the students’
interpretation of the passage. They explore the urban setting as it affects the character; consider
devices such as imagery, personification, selection of detail, and figurative language; and engage
the text through apt and specific references. Although the essays may not be error-free, their
perceptive analysis is apparent in writing that is clear, precise, and effectively organized.
Generally, essays scored a 9 reveal more sophisticated analysis and more effective control of
language than do those scored an 8.

7–6

These essays offer a reasonable analysis of how the author uses literary devices to establish Lutie
Johnson’s relationship to the urban setting. They provide a sustained, competent reading of the
passage, with attention to devices such as imagery, personification, selection of detail, and
figurative language. Although these essays may not be error-free and are less perceptive or less
convincing than those in the 9–8 range, they present ideas with clarity and control and refer to the
text for support. Generally, essays scored a 7 present better-developed analysis and more
consistent command of the elements of effective composition than do essays scored a 6.

5

These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of the passage but tend to be
superficial or undeveloped in their treatment of how the author uses literary devices to characterize
the relationship between Lutie Johnson and the urban setting. While containing some analysis of
the passage, implicit or explicit, the discussion of how literary devices contribute to the
relationship between character and setting may be slight, and support from the passage may be
thin or tend toward summary or paraphrase. While these essays demonstrate adequate control of
language, they may be marred by surface errors. They are not as well conceived, organized, or
developed as essays in the 7–6 range.

4–3

These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the passage. The analysis may be
partial, unconvincing, or irrelevant; students may ignore Lutie Johnson or Petry’s use of literary
devices to establish Lutie’s relationship to the setting. The essays may be characterized by an
unfocused or repetitive presentation of ideas, an absence of textual support, or an accumulation of
errors. Generally, essays scored a 3 exhibit less control over the elements of composition and may
contain weaker or less-developed readings than those scored a 4.

2–1

These essays compound the weaknesses of those in the 4–3 range. They may persistently misread
the passage or be unacceptably brief. The essays may contain pervasive errors that interfere with
understanding. Although some attempt has been made to respond to the prompt, ideas are
presented with little clarity, organization, or support from the passage. Essays that are especially
incompetent or incoherent are scored a 1.

0

These essays do no more than make a reference to the task.

—

These essays are either left blank or are completely off topic.
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY
®

ESSAY

SCORES

Question 2
Overview
Students were asked to read carefully the opening passage from Ann Petry’s novel The Street (1946) and
then, in a well-organized essay, to analyze how Petry uses literary devices to establish the relationship
between Lutie Johnson and the urban setting. In the prompt, imagery, personification, selection of detail,
and figurative language were listed as literary devices to consider. The intent of the question was to
assess students’ abilities to read closely; to analyze the relation between character and setting; to explore
the author’s use of literary devices to contribute to the richness of textual meaning; and to control the
elements of composition—developing a central idea and coherent units of analysis to support the main
assertion.
Sample:Ahh
2A
Score: 8
The essay fully responds to the prompt by analyzing how literary devices such as narrative point of view,
personification, and imagery establish a clear relationship between Lutie Johnson and the urban setting.
While occasionally stretching to make meaning, the student also works carefully to support the chosen thesis
and to control organization and the elements of effective composition. For example, the student skillfully
points out how “the cold November wind is personified as an abusive, insistent man who does as he pleases
with a callous disregard of the emotions and feelings of those subject to his actions and influences.” The
writing is generally quite accurate, with good use of vocabulary, such as in the claim that “[t]he omnipotence
and omnipresence of the ‘cold November wind’ (line 1) is evidenced in the sense of disorder and chaos that
engulfs 116th street.”
Sample: 2B
Score: 6

ha

This compact essay establishes a reasonable relationship between Lutie Johnson and the urban setting,
although the examples it provides are generally less apt and the analogies less perceptive than those in
higher-range essays. However, a few insights are quite good, such as the observation that Petry “finely
describes the way the wind is moving and pushing the sign from Luties [sic] vision so that the reader can
understand how daunting it is to even read a sign.” The organization is controlled by basic transitions and
the simplicity of thought.
Sample: 2C
Score: 4

ah

This is a less than adequate description of the passage that mentions that “Petry’s use of imagery, detail,
and figurative language helps establish Lutie Johnson’s relationship to the urban setting” but never clearly
develops the idea of the relationship beyond that of an antagonist. The student relies entirely on the
structure of the prompt and the passage (“The passage begins”; “Further on in the passage”; “Throughout
the passage”) for the essay’s organization. Few specific textual references are used for support, and
although some generalizations are perceptive (“The details serve as a comparison to Lutie Johnson”),
without evidence these assertions lack weight.
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Theme Log
Name: _________________________
AP English Literature

Title: Siddhartha
Theme: Search for Self

Citation

Short Quotation

Explanation

Connection

page #

four or five directly quoted words

briefly explain the context/meaning of the quote

how this quote connects to your chosen thematic concept

Theme Log
Name: _________________________
AP English Literature

Title: Jane Eyre
Theme: Search for Self

Citation

Short Quotation

Explanation

Connection

page #

four or five directly quoted words

briefly explain the context/meaning of the quote

how this quote connects to your chosen thematic concept

