o Use a composition book for your journal. Anything else just
doesn’t hold up throughout the year.
o Your name and period should be clearly legible on the front
cover.
o Create and use a Table of Contents on the first page or two of
your journal.
o Never staple anything into your journal; tape it in.
o If you find yourself without your journal on a day you need to
work on it, keep your writing on notebook paper fitted to the
size of your journal – not oversized or sticking out. See Mr.
Benton for blank loose-leaf journal pages.
o Do not turn in your journal with any loose papers in it. Use your
folder to store graded papers.
o Write out and underline all questions. Underline vocabulary
words. Highlight (or underline with a colored pencil) any
quotations.
o You are expected to complete all journal work without the
assistance of others unless Mr. Benton specifically allows
collaboration on an assignment. Sharing work with another
student, “working together”, or using any other student’s work
will result in a “zero” on the assignment and a referral of the
student to his/her administrator.

The Catcher in the Rye Journals
1.) Salinger juxtaposes the sophistication and harshness of New York City against
Holden’s vulnerability. What does this achieve? How does the setting of the novel
help us to understand the protagonist? Select one particular setting and explore,
Salinger’s purpose in detail.
2.) Trace one of the following motifs and explore its many functions/effects:
religion

dating/sex

clothing

money

violence

3.) Salinger invents a unique and memorable voice for Holden Caulfield. How does
this contribute to the construction of point of view in the novel? Discuss and
evaluate the effectiveness of Holden’s colloquial expressions.

4.) Examine the role of one of the following minor characters in the novel. What does
the reader gain from this character’s presence in the novel? What impact does
this character have on the reader’s experience?
a. Jane
b. Ackley and Stradlater
c. Sally
d. Mr. Antolini
e. Phoebe

5.) Examine the sense of resolution Salinger’s novel provides with a discussion of two
key passages (provided). How do symbols contribute to the resolution and
confirm a theme?
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