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Question 2 

Suggested time—40 minutes. 

(This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.) 

On February 27, 2013, while in office, former president Barack Obama delivered the following address dedicating 
the Rosa Parks statue in the National Statuary Hall of the United States Capitol building.  Rosa Parks was an  African 
American civil rights activist who was arrested in 1955 for refusing to give up her seat on a segregated bus in 
Montgomery,  Alabama.  Read the passage carefully.  Write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Obama 
makes to convey his message. 

In your response you should do the following: 
• Respond to the prompt with a thesis that analyzes the writer’s rhetorical choices. 
• Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning. 
• Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the rhetorical situation. 
• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument. 

Rosa Parks held no elected office.  She possessed 
no fortune; lived her life far from the formal seats of 
power.  And yet today, she takes her rightful place 
among those who’ve shaped this nation’s course.  I Line 

5 thank all those persons, in particular the members of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, both past and 
present, for making this moment possible. 

A childhood friend once said about Mrs.  Parks, 
“Nobody ever bossed Rosa around and got away with 

10 it.”  That’s what an  Alabama driver learned on 
December 1, 1955.  Twelve years earlier, he had 
kicked Mrs.  Parks off his bus simply because she 
entered through the front door when the back door 
was too crowded.  He grabbed her sleeve and he 

15 pushed her off the bus.  It made her mad enough, she 
would recall, that she avoided riding his bus for a 
while. 

And when they met again that winter evening in 
1955, Rosa Parks would not be pushed.  When the 

20 driver got up from his seat to insist that she give up 
hers, she would not be pushed.  When he threatened to 
have her arrested, she simply replied, “You may do 
that.”  And he did. 

A few days later, Rosa Parks challenged her arrest. 
25 A little-known pastor, new to town and only 26 years 

old, stood with her—a man named Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  So did thousands of Montgomery,  Alabama, 
commuters.  They began a boycott—teachers and 
laborers, clergy and domestics, through rain and cold 

30 and sweltering heat, day after day, week after week, 

month after month, walking miles if they had to, 
arranging carpools where they could, not thinking 
about the blisters on their feet, the weariness after a 
full day of work—walking for respect, walking for 

35 freedom, driven by a solemn determination to affirm 
their God-given dignity. 

Three hundred and eighty-five days after Rosa 
Parks refused to give up her seat, the boycott ended. 
Black men and women and children re-boarded the 

40 buses of Montgomery, newly desegregated, and sat in 
whatever seat happened to be open.  And with that 
victory, the entire edifice of segregation, like the 
ancient walls of Jericho, began to slowly come 
tumbling down. 

45 It’s often been remarked that Rosa Parks’s activism 
didn’t begin on that bus.  Long before she made 
headlines, she had stood up for freedom, stood up for 
equality—fighting for voting rights, rallying against 
discrimination in the criminal justice system, serving 

50 in the local chapter of the NAACP.* Her quiet 
leadership would continue long after she became an 
icon of the Civil Rights movement, working with 
Congressman Conyers to find homes for the 
homeless, preparing disadvantaged youth for a path to 

55 success, striving each day to right some wrong 
somewhere in this world. 

And yet our minds fasten on that single moment on 
the bus—Mrs.  Parks alone in that seat, clutching her 
purse, staring out a window, waiting to be arrested. 

60 That moment tells us something about how change 
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happens, or doesn’t happen; the choices we make, or 
don’t make.  “For now we see through a glass, darkly,” 
Scripture says, and it’s true.  Whether out of inertia or 
selfishness, whether out of fear or a simple lack of 

65 moral imagination, we so often spend our lives as if in 
a fog, accepting injustice, rationalizing inequity, 
tolerating the intolerable. 

Like the bus driver, but also like the passengers on 
the bus, we see the way things are—children hungry 

70 in a land of plenty, entire neighborhoods ravaged by 
violence, families hobbled by job loss or illness—and 
we make excuses for inaction, and we say to 
ourselves, that’s not my responsibility, there’s nothing 
I can do. 

75 Rosa Parks tells us there’s always something we 
can do.  She tells us that we all have responsibilities, 
to ourselves and to one another.  She reminds us that 
this is how change happens—not mainly through the 
exploits of the famous and the powerful, but through 

80 the countless acts of often anonymous courage and 
kindness and fellow feeling and responsibility that 

continually, stubbornly, expand our conception of 
justice—our conception of what is possible. 

Rosa Parks’s singular act of disobedience launched 
85 a movement.  The tired feet of those who walked the 

dusty roads of Montgomery helped a nation see that to 
which it had once been blind.  It is because of these 
men and women that I stand here today.  It is because 
of them that our children grow up in a land more free 

90 and more fair; a land truer to its founding creed. 
And that is why this statue belongs in this hall—to 

remind us, no matter how humble or lofty our 
positions, just what it is that leadership requires; just 
what it is that citizenship requires.  Rosa Parks would 

95 have turned 100 years old this month.  We do well by 
placing a statue of her here.  But we can do no greater 
honor to her memory than to carry forward the power 
of her principle and a courage born of conviction. 

* 
NAACP: National Association for the  Adv ancement of Colored People, 
a civil rights organization 

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
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Question 2 
(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.) 

On the tenth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., labor union organizer and civil rights 
leader Cesar Chavez published an article in the magazine of a religious organization devoted to helping those in 
need. Read the following excerpt from the article carefully. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the rhetorical 
choices Chavez makes to develop his argument about nonviolent resistance. 

Dr. King’s entire life was an example of power that 
nonviolence brings to bear in the real world. It is an 
example that inspired much of the philosophy and 
strategy of the farm workers’ movement. This 
observance of Dr. King’s death gives us the best 
possible opportunity to recall the principles with 
which our struggle has grown and matured. 

Our conviction is that human life is a very special 
possession given by God to man and that no one has 
the right to take it for any reason or for any cause, 10 

however just it may be. 
We are also convinced that nonviolence is more 

powerful than violence. Nonviolence supports you if 
you have a just and moral cause. Nonviolence 
provides the opportunity to stay on the offensive, and 15 

that is of crucial importance to win any contest. 
If we resort to violence then one of two things will 

happen: either the violence will be escalated and there 
will be many injuries and perhaps deaths on both 
sides, or there will be total demoralization of the 20 

workers. 
Nonviolence has exactly the opposite effect. If, for 

every violent act committed against us, we respond 
with nonviolence, we attract people’s support. We can 
gather the support of millions who have a conscience 25 

and would rather see a nonviolent resolution to 
problems. We are convinced that when people are 
faced with a direct appeal from the poor struggling 
nonviolently against great odds, they will react 
positively. The American people and people 30 

everywhere still yearn for justice. It is to that  
yearning that we appeal. 

But if we are committed to nonviolence only as a 
strategy or tactic, then if it fails our only alternative is 
to turn to violence. So we must balance the strategy 35 

with a clear understanding of what we are doing. 
However important the struggle is and however much 
misery, poverty and exploitation exist, we know that 
it cannot be more important than one human life. We 
work on the theory that men and women who are truly 40 

concerned about people are nonviolent by nature. 
These people become violent when the deep concern 
they have for people is frustrated and when they are 
faced with seemingly insurmountable odds. 

We advocate militant nonviolence as our means of 45 

achieving justice for our people, but we are not blind 
to the feelings of frustration, impatience and anger 

which seethe inside every farm worker. The burdens 
of generations of poverty and powerlessness lie heavy 
in the fields of America. If we fail, there are those 50 

who will see violence as the shortcut to change. 
It is precisely to overcome these frustrations that 

we have involved masses of people in their own 
struggle throughout the movement. Freedom is  
best experienced through participation and self-55 

determination, and free men and women instinctively 
prefer democratic change to any other means. 

Thus, demonstrations and marches, strikes and 
boycotts are not only weapons against the growers, 
but our way of avoiding the senseless violence that 60 

brings no honor to any class or community. The 
boycott, as Gandhi taught, is the most nearly perfect 
instrument of nonviolent change, allowing masses of 
people to participate actively in a cause. 

When victory comes through violence, it is a 65 

victory with strings attached. If we beat the growers at 
the expense of violence, victory would come at the 
expense of injury and perhaps death. Such a thing 
would have a tremendous impact on us. We would 
lose regard for human beings. Then the struggle 70 

would become a mechanical thing. When you lose 
your sense of life and justice, you lose your strength.  

The greater the oppression, the more leverage 
nonviolence holds. Violence does not work in the 
long run and if it is temporarily successful, it replaces 75 

one violent form of power with another just as 
violent. People suffer from violence.  

Examine history. Who gets killed in the case of 
violent revolution? The poor, the workers. The people 
of the land are the ones who give their bodies and 80 

don’t really gain that much for it. We believe it is too 
big a price to pay for not getting anything. Those who 
espouse violence exploit people. To call men to arms 
with many promises, to ask them to give up their lives 
for a cause and then not produce for them afterwards, 85 

is the most vicious type of oppression.  
We know that most likely we are not going to do 

anything else the rest of our lives except build our 
union. For us there is nowhere else to go. Although 
we would like to see victory come soon, we are 90 

willing to wait. In this sense, time is our ally. We 
learned many years ago that the rich may have 
money, but the poor have time. 

Line
5 

 

e

oooo

On the tenth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., labor union organizer and civil 
rights leader Cesar Chavez published an article in the magazine of a religious organization devoted to 
helping those in need. Read the following excerpt from the article carefully, and annotate it (carefully 
covering all of the elements of SPACE-CAT) as you consider the rhetorical choices Chavez makes to 
achieve his purpose.
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