
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
SECTION II

Total time—2 hours and 15 minutes
3 Questions
Question 1

Suggested reading and writing time—55 minutes
It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the question, analyzing and 

evaluating the sources, and 40 minutes writing your response.
Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over.

(This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

College Board has been piloting AP African American Studies, a multi-disciplinary course 
designed for college-bound high school students. The Florida Department of Education and 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis have blocked the course being piloted in the state due to 
curricular content they consider inappropriate. While some argue that controversial issues like 
reparations for slavery, Black Lives Matter, intersectionality, Black feminism, and critical race 
theory should be covered in AP African American Studies, others maintain that such divisive 
issues have no place in high school curricula.

Carefully read the following seven sources, including the introductory information for each 
source. Write an essay that synthesizes material from at least three of the sources and develops 
your position on the place, if any, of controversial topics in AP African American Studies. 

Source A (Daniels)
Source B (Benchmark)
Source C (Understanding)
Source D (Diaz)
Source E (AP)
Source F (Varela)
Source G (Trimel)

In your response you should do the following:
• Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible position.
• Select and use evidence from at least three of the provided sources to support your line of 
reasoning. Indicate clearly the sources used through direct quotation, paraphrase, or summary. 
Sources may be cited as Source A, Source B, etc., or by using the description in parentheses.
• Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
• Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.
Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response 
booklet and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the questions 
number. 
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Source A
Daniels, Cheyanne M. “DeSantis defends rejection of African American studies class.” The Hill. 
23 Jan. 2023. https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/3827054-desantis-defends-rejection-of-
african-american-studies-class/

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) is defending his administration’s decision to reject an Advanced 
Placement African American studies pilot program in Florida high schools after nationwide 
backlash. 

Speaking at a press conference unveiling his 2023 education platform on Monday, DeSantis said 
the state wants “education, not indoctrination.”

“In the state of Florida, our education standards not only don’t prevent but they require 
teaching Black history, all the important things. That’s part of our core curriculum,” DeSantis 
said.

“This was a separate course on top of that for Advanced Placement credit and the issue is we 
have guidelines and standards in Florida,” he continued. “We want education, not 
indoctrination. If you fall on the side of indoctrination, we’re going to decline. If it’s education, 
then we will do.”

DeSantis said when he first heard the course didn’t meet standards, he thought the course must 
be teaching critical race theory — an academic theory that argues systemic racism is ingrained 
in the U.S. that DeSantis has, in the past, called “a bunch of horse manure.”

Upon reading the course description, DeSantis said, he saw “it’s way more than that.”

“What’s one of the lessons about? Queer theory,” said DeSantis. “Now, who would say that an 
important part of Black history is queer theory? That is somebody pushing an agenda on our 
kids. And so when you look to see they have stuff about intersectionality, abolishing prisons, 
that’s a political agenda. And so we’re on — that’s the wrong side of the line for Florida 
standards. We believe in teaching kids facts and how to think, but we don’t believe they should 
have an agenda imposed on them. When you try to use Black history to shoehorn in queer 
theory, you are clearly trying to use that for political purposes.”

DeSantis’s administration sent a letter to the College Board on Jan. 12 rejecting the new A.P. 
African American Studies course, stating “the content of this course is inexplicably contrary to 
Florida law and significantly lacks educational value.” 

In a statement to The Hill last week, DeSantis’s office identified the Department of Education’s 
key concerns with the course included the topics of intersectionality, Black Queer Studies, the 
Black Lives Matter movement, Black Feminist Literary Thought, the reparations movement and 
the Black Study and Black Struggle in the 21st Century. 

Key readings by Kimberlé Crenshaw, the “founder” of intersectionality, Angela Davis, a “self-
avowed Communist and Marxist,” Roderick Ferguson, Leslie Kay Jones, bell hooks and Robin 
D.G. Kelly also were reportedly cause for concern.



Benchmark Description

SS.912.A.2.5 Assess how Jim Crow Laws influenced life for African Americans and other 
racial/ethnic minority groups.

SS.912.A.2.6 Compare the effects of the Black Codes and the Nadir on freed people, and analyze the 
sharecropping system and debt peonage as practiced in the United States.

SS.912.A.3.5 Identify significant inventors of the Industrial Revolution including African Americans 
and women.

SS.912.A.4.8 Compare the experiences Americans (African Americans, Hispanics, Asians, women, 
conscientious objectors) had while serving in Europe.

SS.912.A.7.6 
Assess key figures and organizations in shaping the Civil Rights Movement and Black 
Power Movement.

SS.912.A.5.7
Examine the freedom movements that advocated civil rights for
African Americans, Latinos, Asians, and women.

SS.912.W.3.9 Trace the growth of major sub-Saharan African kingdoms and empires.

SS.912.W.8.7 Compare post-war independence movements in African, Asian, and Caribbean 
countries.

SS.912.A.2.4 Distinguish the freedoms guaranteed to African Americans and other groups with the 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution.

SS.912.A.4.9 Compare how the war impacted German Americans, Asian Americans, African 
Americans, Hispanic Americans, Jewish Americans, Native Americans, women and 
dissenters in the United States.

SS.912.A.5.8 Compare the views of Booker T. Washington, W.E.B. DuBois, and Marcus Garvey 
relating to the African American experience.

SS.912.A.5.10 Analyze support for and resistance to civil rights for women, African Americans, 
Native Americans, and other minorities.

SS.912.A.7.5 
Compare nonviolent and violent approaches utilized by groups (African Americans, 
women, Native Americans, Hispanics) to achieve civil rights.

SS.912.A.7.7 
Assess the building of coalitions between African Americans, whites, and other groups 
in achieving integration and equal rights.

SS.912.A.5.9 Explain why support for the Ku Klux Klan varied in the 1920s with respect to issues 
such as anti-immigration, anti-African American, anti-Catholic, anti-Jewish, anti-
women, and anti-union ideas.

SS.912.CG.2.6 Explain how the principles contained in foundational documents contributed to the
expansion of civil rights and liberties over time.

The following chart indicates the Florida CPALMS African American History standards 
for all relevant high school social studies courses

Source B
“Benchmark Results.” Florida Department of Education. 1 March 2021. 
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/15223/urlt/social-studies-stands.pdf



The following terms were pulled from a collection of words and definitions considered “an 
opportunity to deepen our understanding of the events introduced in history class, and to explore 

the countless ones that were not—including those that have been erased, obscured, or ignored 
because of anti-Black racism and the teaching of history in a way that has been historically 

dominated by a focus on white culture.”

Source C
“Understanding Black History: 10 Terms That Illuminate The Black Experience In The US .” 
Dictionary.com. 1 Feb. 2023. https://www.dictionary.com/e/black-history-month-terms/

Intersectionality
noun
Also called intersectionality theory, intersectional theory
• the theory that the overlap of various social identities, as race, gender, sexuality, and class, 

contributes to the specific type of systemic oppression and discrimination experienced by 
an individual (often used attributively): Her paper uses a queer intersectionality approach. 

• the oppression and discrimination resulting from the overlap of an individual’s various 
social identities: the intersectionality experienced by Black women.

reparations
plural noun
• compensation in money, material, labor, etc., payable by a defeated country to another 

country or to an individual for loss suffered during or as a result of war: The U.S. 
government eventually disbursed reparations to Japanese Americans who had been 
interned during World War II.

• monetary or other compensation payable by a country to an individual for a historical 
wrong: The article is about reparations to Black people for the enslavement of their 
ancestors.

Black Lives Matter
noun
a political and social movement originating among African Americans, emphasizing basic 
human rights and racial equality for Black people and campaigning against various forms of 
racism. Abbreviations: BLM, B.L.M.

Critical Race Theory (commonly abbreviated as CRT) refers to a way of analyzing systems, 
institutions, and power through a lens of race and racism.
Central to Critical Race Theory is the idea that many institutions are built on and enforce 
systemic racism and oppression of people of color, that this racism and oppression have a 
long history in the US and the world (including slavery and its legacy), and that they are 
ongoing and driven by white supremacy.
As an academic, intellectual, or philosophical discipline or school or thought, Critical Race 
Theory is broad and encompasses the discussion and use of many related concepts and 
terms, such as implicit bias, intersectionality, and white privilege.



The following chart was tweeted by Manny Diaz, Florida Commissioner of Education.

Source D
Diaz, Manny. “Concerns Found Within College Board’s Submitted AP African American Studies 
Course.” Twitter.com. 20 Jan. 2023. 
https://mobile.twitter.com/senmannydiazjr/status/1616565048767385601?s=12&t=LcwBTcSQx
HlaXmggDCz_ww



Source E
AP™ African American Studies: Official Course, Framework, Project, and Exam Overview. 
College Board. Released 1 Feb. 2023. 

The following chart is a brief overview of the College Board AP African American Studies course 
as it will be taught during the 2023-2024 school year. The full course and exam description is 234 

pages long.some more



Schoolchildren holding signs against the concept of critical race theory stand on stage 
alongside Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis as he addresses the crowd before signing HB 7, titled 
the ‘Individual Freedom’ bill but also dubbed the “Stop Woke Act,” during a news conference 
at Mater Academy Charter Middle/High School in Hialeah Gardens on April 22, 2022.  
DANIEL A. VARELA/MIAMI HERALD/TNS

Source F
Varela, Daniel. “Schoolchildren holding signs against the concept of critical race theory.” Miami 
Herald.  27 Jan. 2022. https://www.flcourier.com/commentaries/florida-students-should-stage-
boycott-to-save-african-american-course/article_4876de64-9e11-11ed-aa5d-eb92f8e45f1a.html. 
2 Feb. 2023

This photograph was published alongside an opinion piece by Johnathan Zimmerman entitled 
“Florida students should stage boycott to save African American course.”



College Board’s Revision of AP African-American Studies Curriculum Dilutes the Course 
Content in Apparent Capitulation to Censors
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 1, 2023 

(NEW YORK) – PEN America today reacted with grave disappointment to the College Board’s 
release of a new framework for an Advanced Placement African American Studies—eliminating 
readings about Black feminism, critical race theory and the Black Lives Matter movement— after 
significant criticism of the original course from Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and rejection of 
the course by the Florida Department of Education. The College Board has claimed that the 
changes are rooted in pedagogical concerns rather than political ones; however, many appear to 
have come in response to public critiques from conservative officials.

In response, Jeremy C. Young, senior manager of free expression and education at PEN America, 
released the following statement:
“Coming in the current political climate, the proposed changes appear to be an effort to dilute 
the curriculum, a capitulation to education censors for political expediency. It is particularly 
concerning that the cuts to the required curriculum target viewpoints from Black women and 
LGBTQ+ scholars, an extension of efforts to restrict the teaching of race, gender, and sexuality 
that have swept across the country in the past two years. This decision risks empowering 
such attempts to exert ideological control over the freedom to learn, running counter to the 
ideals of viewpoint diversity that are necessary to preserve a culture of free expression and 
open inquiry in our schools.”

“The College Board has claimed that these changes are pedagogical, not political,” Young 
continued. “Maybe so. But the College Board must be aware that in the context of Florida 
leaders’ comments, the changes risk sending the message that political threats against the 
teaching of particular types of content can succeed in silencing that content. The course was 
developed in order to increase students’ awareness of African American history, culture, and 
thought, providing an opportunity to engage with curricular subjects long found only at the 
margins of American public education. It is gravely disappointing to see pedagogical decisions 
limited by political imperatives.”

Source G
Trimel, Suzanne. “College Board’s Revision of AP African-American Studies Curriculum Dilutes 
the Course Content in Apparent Capitulation to Censors.” PEN America. 
1 Feb. 2023. https://pen.org/press-release/pen-america-college-boards-revision-of-ap-african-
american-studies-course-is-a-capitulation-to-education-censors-that-dilutes-the-course-content/

The following is a press release put out by PEN America, an organization whose mission is to
unite writers and their allies to celebrate creative expression and defend the liberties that make it 

possible



In the box to the right, write the number of the question you are answering. 1I T Nty



In the box to the right, write the number of the question you are answering. 1I T Nty
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