
(Collected prior to Paper 1 exam, due by 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 8th.)

 (50 points)

SL and HL Paper 2: Comparative Essay (1 hour and 45 minutes)
Paper 2 contains four questions of a general nature which require students to write a comparative 
essay referring to two works studied during the course. Students are required to answer ONLY ONE 
question.

Scussel Directions: Revisit your practice Paper 2 essay, including my feedback and your rubric.

Benton Directions: Revisit your typed Beloved whole-work literary analysis and my feedback with your Paper 2 
Rubric in hand. (Likewise, consider your handwritten journal on The Metamorphosis in your comp book.)

Everyone: Respond to a second Paper 2 prompt, adjusting your approach to address the feedback you 
received. Remember that the highest marks on the rubric include “convincing analysis of textual features 
and/or broader authorial choices”, so you must integrate your discussion of both texts into your arguments. 
Resist the urge to discuss each work separately in isolated paragraphs; aim to put the works in conversation 
with each other. Below, you’ll find six past Paper 2 prompts; notice which are about theme and which are about 
effects; choose one of them for your response:

PAPER TWO PROMPTS

1. We often talk of characters arriving at some moment of epiphany; with reference to at least two works 
of fiction you have studied, compare the means by which our attention is drawn to these moments and 
their impact within the works. (2015)

2. With reference to two works you have studied, discuss the means by which the passage of time is 
communicated and the effect this achieves. (2023)

3. With regard to two works you have studied, explore the representation of poverty. (2023)
4. Discuss how and to what effect contrast has been used in two works you have studied. (2023)
5. Referring to two works you have studied, how, and to what effect, do the different points of view 

expressed influence the reader? (2023)
6. How do two of the works you have studied portray the struggle to be understood? (2023)

 (10 points)

Select SEVEN meaningful quotations from THREE individual works (Beloved and The Metamorphosis as well 
as a first semester work) and record them below your essay (Part A): that’s 21 quotations in total. You must 
commit these to memory and use them on Paper 2. Other ways to show textual knowledge include specific 
detail, paraphrase, and detailed summary.

 



 (100 points)

HL Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (2 hours and 15 minutes)
The paper consists of two literary passages, from two different literary forms, each
accompanied by a question. Students write an analysis of each of the passages.

SL Paper 1: Guided literary analysis (1 hour and 15 minutes)
The paper consists of two passages from two different literary forms, each accompanied
by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it.

Read carefully! Paper 1 is called “Guided Literary Analysis” for BOTH HL and SL students. You are writing 
literary analysis; you are analyzing. To analyze means to “break down in order to bring out the essential 
elements or structure.”  The attached prompts are old IB exam questions.

ESSAYS: (50 points) Select ONE of the following passages and write a fully developed, well supported essay. 
First colormark the extract so that you can break down the essential elements. Recognize the genre of the 
extract.Is it prose fiction (short story, novel, graphic novel)? Poetry? Drama? Non-fiction (essay, memoir, 
travelogue)? What terminology will you include to demonstrate your understanding that textual features and/or 
authorial choices shape meaning? Arrange your essay(s) in order to convince the examiner of the validity of 
your ideas: show your understanding and interpretation of the text(s) as well as your sensitivity to authorial 
choices. 

OUTLINES: (25 points each) Address TWO more passages in outline form.
Each outline should consist of the following: a thesis, 3 supporting arguments, 3 supporting 
quotations/per argument/per text.

Please note: this Paper 1 assignment requires one full-length essay and two (2) formal outlines.

Final journals must be typed, double-spaced, clearly labeled with YOUR NAME and the question number. Then 
submit them to the dropbox on ManageBac by 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8th. These must be completed 
PRIOR to your taking the Paper 1 Exam OR not at all.

I WILL NOT, under any circumstances, accept LATE WORK for credit!

Consult the review resources on Canvas before your exam! The page is titled “IB EXAM REVIEW”.

Remember! You can address the guiding question, but you do not necessarily have to.
SL students have 1 hour and 15 minutes to write ONE essay (chosen from the two).
HL students have 2 hours and 15 minutes to write TWO essays. 

Know the four descriptors: 
A. Understanding and interpretation 
B. Analysis and evaluation 
C. Focus and organization  
D. Language



In the opening paragraph, include a clear thesis — a roadmap of your ideas. Also consider including a 
short summary of the extract, including mentioning the genre.  
Use many, many specific details from the texts. Smoothly integrated direct quotations are impressive, 
but there are other ways to show detail. Go deeply into the FEATURES and their EFFECTS!
Use the literary terms correctly and note EFFECTS; see the attached overview sheet.

● Prior to Paper 2, review your Major Works Comparison Chart (and those of your peers).
● Review your seven selected quotations for each work. Remember that you can also demonstrate 

understanding of the text with specific details and paraphrase.
● Scussel: Review the motif discussions for each work on Canvas.
● Benton: Review your notes and annotations specific to each work AND your gathered Lit Notes.
● Read the student sample Paper 2 responses and the rubric on Canvas: know the descriptors!
● DO NOT discuss the two texts in isolated paragraphs: put the works into conversation with each other.

Relax. You have been preparing for 4 years. You are ready! Good luck!

BRING the following materials to the examination:

colored pencils or highlighters (on Paper 1 specifically)
two good blue/black pens
a jacket

RETURNING YOUR BORROWED BOOKS:
Please bring the books back to my classroom. I NEED these books back: please and thank you.



PAPER 1 OVERVIEW

• SL Students: 1 hours and 15 minutes
• HL Students: 2 hours and 15 minutes.

DURATION:

• Both SL and HL students have the same exam paper with two previously unseen passages.  HL students will 
write guided literary analysis on EACH OF THE TWO passages, while SL students will only CHOOSE ONE.

• The biggest difference between HL and SL: careful budgeting of time!
• Passages may be prose, drama, poetry, nonfiction- but will include TWO different forms (most likely prose and 

poetry)
• Will include a guiding questions- this is a “guided literary analysis” not merely a commentary.

OVERVIEW: 

“LITERARY 
ANALYSIS” VS. 
LITERARY 
COMMENTARY 

¡ “The essential difference between literary commentary and 
literary analysis is one of organization  and the 
development of ideas as opposed to the nature of the 
analysis”

¡ Both: demonstrate an understanding of the thought and 
feeling within the passage, as well as to show an appreciate 
for the ways in which the writer shapes meaning through 
specific choices of language, structure, technique and style.  

¡ An ANALYSIS is supported by a guiding question that 
serves as the entry point of your analysis.  You are NOT 
expected to address every literary feature of the passage-
instead, use the question to narrow your analysis.

¡ The form of the passage will determine the approach and 
the language of your analysis

PROSE 
FICTION (THE 
NOVEL AND THE 
SHORT STORY)

The language and focus of your analysis should include

¡ Plot, setting (geography, topography, 
location)

¡ Time (historical, contextual, flashback)

¡ Character function/development (major, 
minor, foil, parallel, antagonist, 
protagonist)

¡ Theme (implicit or explicit, lesson about 
human nature)

¡ Structure (chaptering, sectioning)

¡ Point of view (first person, second 
person, third-person limited or 
omniscient)

POETRY

The language and focus of your analysis should include

¡ Structure, shape, form (stanzas, lines, 
enjambment, free verse, lyric, narrative)

¡ Sound (onomatopoeia, alliteration, assonance, 
consonance)

¡ Rhyme (patterns, end rhyme, eye rhyme)

¡ Subject matter

¡ Tone, occasion

¡ Speaker/persona

¡ Irony

¡ Diction and syntax

DRAMA

The language and focus of your analysis should include

¡ Entries, exits, and blocking

¡ Staging- lighting, props, music, costumes

¡ Irony- verbal, situational, dramatic

¡ Character- gesture, voice, visual appearance

¡ Character- function and development

¡ Time (passage of and historical)

¡ Momentum

¡ Sound (other than music) and silence

¡ Dialogue

¡ Structure

LITERARY 
NON-FICTION

The language and focus of your analysis should include

¡ Audience (familiar, unfamiliar)

¡ Register (technical, formal, informal, 
colloquial)

¡ Persuasive strategies (rhetoric, pathos, logos, 
ethos)

¡ Form (essay, memoir, letter, speeches, 
autobiography, biography)

¡ Authenticity 
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