GRETHEL

ﬂ-_/ LOSE TO A large forest there
%) ] lived a Woodcutter with his
Wife and his two children. The
boy was called Hansel, and the girl Gre-
thel. They were always very poor, and had
very little to live on; and at one time, when
there was famine in the land, he could no
longer procure daily bread.
One night he lay in bed worrying over
his troubles, and he sighed and said to his

Wife: “What is to become of us? How are

we to feed our poor children when we
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have nothing for ourselves?
“I'll tell you what, Husband,” answered the Womap,

i ) ) “to'mor row
morning we will take the children out quite early into the thicke
part of the forest. We will light a fire, and give each of ther a piece th
bread; then we will go to our work and leave them alone, They won
be able to find their way back, and so we shall be rid of ther, »

“Nay, Wife,” said the Man; “we won't do that. I could never find e
in my heart to leave my children alone in the forest; the wild animalg
would soon tear them to pieces.”

“What a fool you are!” she said. “Then we must all four die of hyj,.
ger. You may as well plane the boards for our coffins at once.”

She gave him no peace till he consented. “But I grieve over the poor
children all the same,” said the Man.

The two children could not go to sleep for hunger either, and they
heard what their Stepmother said to their Father.

Grethel wept bitterly, and said: “All is over with us.”

“Be quiet, Grethel!” said Hansel. “Don’t cry; I will find some way
out of it.”

When the old people had gone to sleep, he got up, put on his little
coat, opened the door, and slipped out. The moon was shining bright-
ly, and the white pebbles round the house shone like newly-minted
coins. Hansel stooped down and put as many into his pockets as they
would hold.

Then he went back to Grethel, and said: “Take comfort, little sister,
and go to sleep. God won't forsake us.” And then he went to bed again.

When the day broke, before the sun had risen, the Woman came
and said: “Get up, you lazybones; we are going into the forest to fetch
wood.” .

Then she gave them each a piece of bread, and said: “Here is some-
thing for your dinner, but mind you don’t eat it before, for you'll gt
no more,”






Grethel put the bread under her apron, for Hanse| haq the
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in his pockets. Then they all started for the forest. e

When they had gone a lictle way, Hansel stopped and looked |, k
at the cottage, and he did the same thing again and again. ‘k

His Father said: “Hansel, what are you stopping to look back o
Take care, and put your best foot foremost.” '

«0 Father!” said Hansel, “I am looking at my white cat, it i sitting
on the roof, wanting to say good-bye to me.”

“Little fool! that’s no cat, it's the morning sun shining on the
chimney.”

But Hansel had not been looking at the cat, he had been dropping
a pebble on to the ground each time he stopped. When they reached
the middle of the forest, their Father said:

“Now, children, pick up some wood, I want to make a fire to warm

»

you.

Hansel and Grethel gathered the twigs together and soon made a
huge pile. Then the pile was lighted, and when it blazed up, the Wom-
an said: “Now lie down by the fire and rest yourselves while we go and
cut wood; when we have finished we will come back to fetch you.”

Hansel and Grethel sat by the fire, and when dinner-time came
they each ate their little bit of bread, and they thought their Facher
was quite near because they could hear the sound of an axe. It was no
axe, however, but a branch which the Man had tied to a dead tree, and
which blew backwards and forwards against it. They sat there such a
long time that they got tired, their eyes began to close, and they were

soon fast asleep.
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When they woke it was dark night. Grethel began to cry: How
shall we ever get out of the wood!”

But Hansel comforted her, and said: “Wair a little till the moon
rises, then we will soon find our way.”

W .
hen the full moon rose, Hansel took his little sister’s hand, an d



chey walked o1, guided by the pebbles, \.\'hich glittered like newly-
oined money. They walked the whole night, and at daybreak thev
found ‘hemselves back at their Father’s cottage.

They knocked at the door, and when the Woman opened it and
nsel and Grethel, she said: “You bad children, why did you

saw Ha
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But their Father was delighted, for it had gone to his hearr to leave

ng in the wood? We thought you did not mean to come

them behind alone.
Not long after they were again in great destitution, and the chil-

dren heard the Woman at night in bed say to their Father: “We have
eaten up everything again but half a loaf, and then we are at the end
of everything. The children must go away; we will take them further
into the forest so that they won't be able to find their way back. There
is nothing else to be done.”

The Man took it much to heart, and said: “We had better share our
last crust with the children.”

But the Woman would not listen to a word he said, she only scold-
ed and reproached him. Any one who once says A must also say B, and
as he had given in the first time, he had to do so the second also. The
children were again wide awake and heard what was said.

When the old people went to sleep Hansel again got up, meaning to
go out and get some more pebbles, but the Woman had locked the door
and he couldn’t get out. But he consoled his little sister, and said:

- “Don't cry, Grethel; go to sleep. God will help us.”

In the early morning the Woman made the children get up, and
gave them each a piece of bread, but it was smaller than the last. On
the way to the forest Hansel crumbled it up in his pocket, and stopped
€¥ery now and then to throw a crumb on to the ground.

: Hansel, what are you stopping to look about you for?” asked his
ather,






