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"Question 2" Rhetorical Analysis 
Suggested time — 40 minutes 
 
(This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.) 
 
Michel de Montaigne, a French essayist whose Essais first appeared in 1580, often examined the customs of his 
own society by comparing them with those of other cultures. (His essays have influenced writers and thinkers for 
centuries, including William Shakespeare.) In the following excerpt from “Of Cannibals,” Montaigne describes 
an Indigenous people of the Americas and then reflects on what Europeans call “barbarous.” Read the passage 
carefully. Then write an essay that analyzes the rhetorical choices Montaigne makes to develop his argument. In 
your response, you may wish to consider such features as comparison, definition, cataloging, contrast, and shifts 
in tone or perspective. 
 
In your response you should do the following: 

◦ Respond to the prompt with a thesis that analyzes the writer’s rhetorical choices. 
◦ Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning. 
◦ Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning. 
◦ Demonstrate an understanding of the rhetorical situation. 
◦ Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.




